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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whicli forms tlie basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2.6-9.13-14.18-19. are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cheung et al (US 2003/0076550A1 ) in view of Boll (US 
2003/0063333A1). 

For claim 1, which is representative of claims 8 and 13, Cheung discloses a 
floating window, suitable for use in a flatbed scanner, wherein the flatbed scanner 
comprises at least a top lid having an opening therein and an optical scan module, and 
the optical scan module periodically shifts under the opening, the floating window, 
comprising: a transparent flat panel, disposed under the opening and having a top 
surface and an opposing bottom surface (Page 2 Paragraph 0021); a supporting 
member 106. located on a surface of the top lid. the supporting member having a 
supporting surface which is in contact with a periphery of the bottom surface of the 
transparent flat panel; a limiting member 1 14, located on the surface of the top lid. the 
limiting member having a limiting surface disposed on a periphery of the top surface of 
the transparent flat panel (Page 1 Paragraph 0014). 

Cheung does not disclose expressly a flexible member, disposed between the 
top surface and the limiting surface, wherein when the optical scan module pushes the 
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bottom surface of the transparent flat panel upward, the flexible member presses the 
top surface of the transparent flat panel downward accordingly. 

Boll discloses a flexible member, disposed between the top surface and the 
limiting surface, wherein when the optical scan module pushes the bottom surface of 
the transparent flat panel upward; the flexible member presses the top surface of the 
transparent flat panel downward accordingly (Page 3 Paragraph 0032). 

Cheung & Boll are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, flatbed scanners. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Boll with Cheung by incorporating a spring-loaded catch. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to retain the shield in 
the (second) position, as taught by Boll. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Bell with Cheung to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2, which Is representative of claims 9 and 14, Boll teaches 
wherein the optical scan module comprises a pushing device disposed on top of 

the optical scan module, such that the optical scan module pushes the transparent flat 
panel upward via the pushing device (Page 3 Paragraph 0032). 

Considering claim 6, which is representative of claim 18, Cheung teaches 
wherein the supporting member 106 is integrally formed with the surface of the top 

lid (Fig 1A). 

For claim 7, which is representative of claim 19, Cheung discloses wherein the 
limiting member 1 14 is integrally formed within the surface of the top lid (Fig 1 A). 
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3. Claims 3,10,15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cheung and Boll in view of Tsai et al (US 6,678,075). 

Cheung and Boll disclose the floating window as described above. 

Cheung and Boll do not disclose expressly wherein the pushing device slides 
under the bottom surface of the transparent flat panel. 

Tsai discloses a pushing device that slides under a bottom surface of a 
transparent flat panel (Col 3 Lines 29-55). 

Cheung, Boll & Tsai are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, image-reading devices. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Tsai with Cheung and Boll. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been as security for the 
transparent flat panel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tsai with Cheung and Boll to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 3,10,15. 

4. Claims 5,12,17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cheung and Boll in view of Hsu (US 2003/0058488A1). 

Cheung and Boll disclose the floating window as discussed above. 

Cheung and Boll do not disclose expressly wherein the transparent flat panel 
extends to a region beyond the opening, while the moving area of the pushing device 
includes a part of the region beyond the opening. 
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Hsu discloses wlierein the transparent flat panel extends to a region beyond the 
opening, while the moving area of the pushing device includes a part of the region 
beyond the opening (Fig 5). 

Cheung, Boll & Hsu are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, image-reading devices. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Hsu with Cheung and Boll. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to allow for vertical 
scanning. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Hsu with Cheung and Boll to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 5,12,17. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hsu 
(US 2003/0058488A1). 

For claim 1, which is representative of claims 8 and 13, Hsu teaches a floating 
window, suitable for use in a flatbed scanner, wherein the flatbed scanner comprises at 
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least a top lid having an opening therein and an optical scan module, and the optical 

scan module periodically shifts under the opening, the floating window, comprising: a 

transparent flat panel 1300, disposed under the opening and having a top surface and 

an opposing bottom surface; a supporting member 1510, located on a surface of the top 

lid, the supporting member having a supporting surface which is in contact with a 

periphery of the bottom surface of the transparent flat panel; a limiting member 1700, 

located on the surface of the top lid, the limiting member having a limiting surface 

disposed on a periphery of the top surface of the transparent flat panel; and a flexible 

member 1600, disposed between the top surface and the limiting surface, wherein when 

the optical scan module pushes the bottom surface of the transparent flat panel upward, 

the flexible member presses the top surface of the transparent flat panel downward 

accordingly (Fig 3 Page 2 Paragraphs 0024-0025.0029). 

Regarding claim 2, which is representative of claims 9 and 14, Hsu teaches 
wherein the optical scan module comprises a pushing device disposed on top of 

the optical scan module, such that the optical scan module pushes the transparent flat 
panel upward via the pushing device (Fig 5). 

For claim 3, which- is representative of claims 10 and 15, Hsu teaches expressly 

wherein the pushing device slides under the bottom surface of the transparent flat panel 

(Figs 4-5). 

For claim 4, which is representative of claims 1 1 and 16, Hsu teaches wherein 
the pushing device rolls horizontally under the bottom surface of the transparent flat 
panel (Figs 4-5). 
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For claim 5, which is representative of claims 12 and 17, Hsu teaches wherein 
the transparent flat panel extends to a region beyond the opening, while the moving 
area of the pushing devices includes a part of the region beyond the opening (Figs 2, 4- 
5). 

Considering claim 6, which is representative of claim 18, Hsu teaches wherein 
the supporting member is integrally formed with the surface of the top lid (Fig 5). 

For claim 7, which is representative of claim 19, Hsu discloses wherein the 
limiting member is integrally formed within the surface of the top lid (Figs 2-3). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather D. Gibbs whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7404. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thu 8AM-7PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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